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2017 Newsletter and Welcome 
to the 2017/18 season 
 

elcome to the 2017 Newsletter in 

which you will find information about 
what is happening at the Club over the 
coming months. In order to make 
things run smoothly we have included 
a few rules based on good manners 
and common sense, which include not 
walking behind the courts when games 
are in progress and lowering the nets 
at the end of each session.  
 
This time last year I wrote about our 
aspiration to build two more all-
weather courts in the Autumn and 
having come to an agreement with the 
Planners we submitted an application 
in June in the expectation that we 
would receive consent within 8 weeks. 
Suffice to say that a change in 
personnel at the council meant that the 
matter dragged on and the deadline for 
an Autumn, and indeed Winter build 
passed. However I am pleased to 
report that finally, on 17th February, we 
received permission, which means that 
we can now apply for some assistance 
from the LTA with a view to building 
the new courts at the end of 
September. 
 
As you know we installed a rebound 
practice facility last Autumn and we 
were helped with funding for this from 
Junior fundraising and also from 
members’ donations. Thanks to our 
Community Amateur Sports Club 
status we were able to reclaim tax on 
the donations and, although we do 

have a healthy bank balance we will 
have to borrow to enable the court 
development to take place and so we 
will be seeking further assistance from 
members over the coming months. If 
you know of any charities or 
commercial organisations who you 
think might be able to help then please 
let me know. 
 
We will strive to continue to be an all-
inclusive club. The success of the 
Winter League and the Club 
tournaments illustrates how much the 
majority of members enjoy ‘mixing in’ 
but we remain conscious of the lack of 
support for general Club play on 
Tuesday evenings and Sunday 
afternoons. Last year we organised 
some American tournaments on 
Sunday afternoons and we will be 
doing the same again this year. At this 
stage it is worth reiterating that singles, 
fixed fours and tournament matches 
should not be played during the times 
set aside for general Club play on 
Sundays and Tuesdays.   
 
This year we have a new team 
responsible for our social events which 
are legendary – always successful and 
always great fun - so please support 
the events. Details can be found in this 
newsletter and there will be regular 
email updates.   
Finally I am sorry to say that Luci will 
be leaving us at the end of August 
when she and John move to pastures 
new. She will be a hard act to follow, 
but we recognise that we need to find 
a first class replacement and we will 
be advertising the position in the 
Spring. 
 
Please read all the Newsletter and 
enjoy your tennis  
 
Bernard Crosby 
Chairman 
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Teams 
 
This year we will be running 6 Ladies and 
5 Men’s teams in the Fylde League.  We 
must nominate the teams before the end 
of April, so if you want to be considered for 
selection, it is important that you attend 
the team practice evenings.  We will be 
holding 2 practice evenings per week for 
both men’s and ladies’ teams.  Ladies’ 
team practice evenings will be on 
Mondays and Wednesdays starting at 
6.30pm commencing on 27 March.  
Men’s team practice evenings will be 
on Tuesdays from 6.30p.m. and 
Thursdays from 6.30pm onwards 
starting on 28 March. 
 
 

Fylde League Matches 
 

The league matches will continue to be 
played on the grass courts and only 
transferred to the all-weather courts in 
special circumstances. This is to continue 
the arrangements agreed with the Fylde 
League. 
 

During the closed season it has been 
agreed with the Fylde League that Ladies 
will play a Championship Tie-Break in lieu 
of a third set in each rubber.  The Men will 
play a full set as in previous years. 
 
 

The Grass Courts 
 

As usual, the two centre courts will be 
reserved for league matches, but the other 
4 courts will be available throughout the 
summer season.  

 
 
Some common sense about suitable 
footwear and not playing on the courts 
when they are wet on, or just under the 
surface, will help keep them in good 
condition.  Underfoot conditions can vary 
from court to court, so please do not 
assume your court is fit for play if another 
court is in use.  
 
Finally, please respect the request of any 
Committee member for you not to play 
(or for you to suspend play) if they feel 
conditions are not suitable. 
 
 

The Artificial All- Weather Courts 
 
Within reason, these courts should be 
playable in all weather conditions.  
However, resilient as the playing surface 
is, we should make every effort to keep 
the courts free from mud, grass, stones 
and other debris. 
 
Please make sure that your footwear is 
clean before using the courts and it is 
every member's responsibility to brush 
the courts on a regular basis and use 
the drag nets after play - as necessary - 
to remove twigs, leaves and other 
detritus. It only takes a couple of 
minutes! 
 
Floodlight tokens can be purchased 
behind the bar for £2 each, giving 30 
minutes light per token.  The floodlights 
automatically switch off at 10.30pm each 
evening.  
 

During the summer season 

please note that ALL of the all-weather 
courts are reserved for Junior Team 
Coaching on Monday evenings 
between 5.30pm and 7.30pm. 
 
Two courts are also reserved for junior 
teams to play their matches on 
Sundays from 10.30am – 12.30pm and 
5:00pm – 7:00pm. 
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Social Tennis 
 

Our recognised days for social tennis 
continue to be on Tuesday evenings from 
6pm (during the summer months 2 May – 
12 September) and Sunday afternoons 
from 2pm throughout the year.  This is an 
especially good opportunity for members 
old and new to get to know each other.  If 
there is a large number of players waiting 
on these days then the 'peg board' will be 
brought into operation by a senior 
member. 
 
We do have a limited number of League 
matches being played on Tuesdays and 
we ask that Club tournament games are 
not played on this day or before 4.30pm 
on Sundays.  On other evenings members 
may play as they please.  Fridays are 
particularly popular when many members 
prepare for the weekend with some tennis 
and a few drinks on the verandah.  
 
We would hope that everyone makes an 
effort to promote social harmony and in 
particular make any new members feel 
welcome. 
 
 

Simple Court Rules and Courtesy 
 

There are a number of simple tips of 
etiquette for players based on common 
sense and good manners; 
 
Do not walk behind the court when 
games are being played.  As well as 
being a distraction it can be dangerous. 
 
Wind down the net at the end of play.  
This helps to extend the life of the net 
and the post. 
 
Do not use the courts, for any reason, 
unless you are wearing tennis clothes 
and footwear. When non-members see 
this being done, they will assume that it 
is acceptable for them as well. 
 
Respect Club times on Tuesday 
evenings and Sunday afternoons when 
ALL members must join in and 
tournament matches should not be 
played. 

Dress Code 
 
The days of all white tennis attire are gone 
but we do ask that you (and your guests)  
wear tennis clothing.  

 
 
We do not expect football shirts and non-
sportswear to be worn on court.  Also, 
please ensure that you and your guests 
have the correct footwear. 
 
 

Visitors 
 

Members can bring playing guests to 
the Club by paying the appropriate fee.   
 
Senior members can introduce guests at a 
rate of £5 per session and can introduce 
the same guest a maximum of 3 times a 
year.  This should be done by filling in the 
details on the special envelopes which can 
now be found behind the bar and by 
leaving the correct fee in the envelope.  To 
avoid confusion payment should be made 
before playing, or if the bar is closed, then 
as soon as possible after play.   

 
Regrettably, junior members cannot invite 
visitors to the Club without the prior 
agreement of a Committee member.  
Please note that members of other sport 
sections have no preferential rights to play 
as visitors and must be introduced by 
tennis members in the normal way. 
 
Demand for court time is ever increasing 
and so to protect our members interests it 
is incumbent on all members to approach 
unfamiliar players as to their status unless 
they have been properly vouched-for, prior 
to play. 
  



Tournaments 
 

Entry lists for both the Level (Open) and 
Handicap tournaments will be put on the 
notice boards on the Grass Court Opening 
Day.  There is no fee to enter any senior 
Club tournament.  Marc and Simon hope 
to organise two American tournaments in 
May (please see Dates for Diary later in 
the Newsletter).  This is a great way for 
members of all standards to compete and 
socialise in the space of an afternoon. 
NB In order to permit general club play, 
tournament matches should not be played 
on Tuesday evenings or before 4:30 pm 
on Sundays. 
 
The Generation Game will continue under 
the direction of Marc Holdsworth, the 
Men’s Club Captain and Peter Kennedy. 
 
 

Family Walking Days 
 

Adam Beeby and Helen Rowe will 
continue to arrange walking trips and will 
keep you all updated on the dates.  Check 
the website for details. 
 
 

Adult Coaching 
 

Luci Cain will be available to seniors for 
individual or group coaching by 
arrangement directly with her every day 
except Thursdays. 
See website for details. 
 
 

Social and Fund Raising Events 
 

Alison Morris has passed the reins of 
Social Secretary to Helen Rowe ably 
assisted by Gill Totty and Liz Le Cardiet 
and we hope that all members will support 
the social events during the year. 
  
The first event of the year will be a 
Western theme evening on Saturday 8 
April (look out for more news on this and 
other events through e-mails and the 
website). 
 

We are always interested in raising funds 
from Sponsorship so if you, or your 
company or anyone you know, would be 
interested in sponsoring various events 
then please contact Bernard Crosby (all 
contact details listed further on in this 
Newsletter). 
 
The End of Season Dinner will be on 
Saturday 16 September. 
 
Please try to support our events.  They are 
always great fun, are very reasonably 
priced and of course help to raise much 
needed funds for the Club.  All tennis and 
social events are listed later under ‘Dates 
for your Diary’. 
 

 

Just for the Ladies! 
 

Luci also runs sessions for ladies only.  
The ladies improver sessions are held 
every Wednesday from 11am and Fridays 
from 11.30am excluding school holidays.  
All members (and registered adults) are 
very welcome to join in. 
 
 
To avoid any confusion, we would like 
to point out to all members, that no 
other persons with tennis coaching 
qualifications at any level, shall 
practice with or knock up with any 
other individual members, other than 
family members, whether for reward or 
otherwise, without the prior agreement 
of the Club Coach. 
This does not prohibit qualified 
coaches from becoming members of 
the Club, entering Club tournaments, 
playing in teams or joining in general 
Club play’. 
 
 

Opening Day Lunch 
 
This will be on Sunday 30 April.  This is 
always a very popular event and very well 
subscribed.  If you wish to attend the lunch 
then it is important that you return the 
enclosed form, with your payment, to 
Janet Wroe by Monday 17 April. 
 

 



 

Opening Day Lunch – Sunday 30 April 2017 
 
 

Places are limited so to avoid disappointment please return this form asap, 
and not later than Monday 17 April together with your cheque (payable to 
Lytham Tennis Club) : 
 
Name: 
 
Tel: 
 
 
Please reserve the following places for Open Day Lunch  
 
 
_______  Seniors @ £7  per head      
 
 
_______  Juniors @ £ 3  per head         
 
 
 
Total Cheque enclosed:              £  ____________________        
 
 
It is customary for members to contribute food for the Open Day lunch. The 
Club captains or vice-captains will contact you about this nearer the time. 
 

Please return to Janet Wroe, 20 Millers Close Cypress Point, Lytham St 
Annes,  FY8 5UJ  

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 
 
 

  



Dates for Your Diary 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 19 March    Charity Event for Brian House 
 
Monday 27 March / Wed 29 March    Ladies’ Team Practice begins  
Tuesday 28 March / Thurs 30 March    Men’s Team Practice begins 
 
Saturday 8 April     Blazing Saddles Western Night   
 
Sunday 30 April     Opening Day Lunch (12.00 noon)  

  followed by an American Tournament. 
 
 
Monday 15 May     Open Tournament begins 
 
Sunday 14 and 28 May    American Tournament (Other dates to  
    follow) 
 
Sunday 2 and 9 July     Junior Finals 
 
Sunday 9 July    Open Finals Day and BBQ 
 
Friday 15 July    Keith Cartmell Trophy in aid of MND Green 
    Drive Golf Club (Dinner/ Presentations in the 
    Clubhouse) 
   
Monday 17 July    Handicap Tournament begins 
 
Sunday 10 September     Handicap Finals  
 
Saturday16 September     End of Season Dinner Dance  
 
Please note that some dates may change and additional events may be planned. Check the 
notice board/website (lythamtennisclub.com) and/or give us your e-mail address to stay 
informed.  
Please see the Coachs Newsletter for details of all the Junior tennis. 



Tennis Committee Members 
 
 
 

Chairman Bernard Crosby                  07831 894788 
 
 

Secretary Frank Murphy                       01253 794734 
07846 202429 
 

Treasurer   Bernard Crosby                  07831 894788 
 

Ladies’ Captain Janet Wroe 07545 696313 
 

Ladies’ Vice Captain Pam French 01253 733775 
07736 325270 
 

Men’s -Captain Marc Holdsworth 01253 728309 
07578 713713 
 

Men’s Vice Captain Simon Whitehead 07880 738499 
   
Subscription 
Secretary 

Linda Clayton 01253 737710 
07930 628096 
 

Ground 
Representative    

Graham Lanigan 01253 730503 
07855 789807 
 

Social Secretary              Helen Rowe 
 

01253 795780 
07950 006923 

  
Club Coach  
 
Parent of Juniors 
 

Luci Cain                   
 
Julie Knowles 
 

07902 231158 
 
01253 732335 
07743 270363 

   
Welfare Officer  (Co-opted) Helen 

Rowe 
01253 795780 
07950 006923 
 
 

 
 

 


